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Purpose of the session 
• Learn more about Social Work England and what we do.

• Understand the professional standards, and how Social 
Work England’s requirements drive positive change in the 
profession.

• Cover the renewal process and how to maintain registration 
as a social worker.

• Provide an overview of continuing professional development 
(CPD), the CPD requirements, and how to meet the 
requirements.

• Have an opportunity to ask questions.

• Provide updates from Social Work England



Social Work England

The specialist regulator for 101,139* 
social workers in England * Approximate figure



What does Social Work England do?

• Maintains and oversees the social work register

• Sets professional standards for social workers and maintains the 
register of who can practice

• Responsible for handling concerns raised about social workers’ 
fitness to practise

• Sets education and training standards for social work, inspects 
education providers and approves qualifying courses

• Approves post qualifying courses for Approved Mental Health 
Professionals (AMHP) and Best Interest Assessors (BIA)
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Registration and renewal

How to register with Social Work England, and
what it means to be a registered social worker



3

steps to do 
each year 

1. Record your CPD
Record at least 2 different pieces of CPD, including one with peer 
reflection throughout the year

2. Apply to renew your registration
Apply between 1 September and 30 November. Don’t forget to 
press ‘submit’ and make a note of your RN number

3. Pay your £90 fee
You can set up a direct debit to pay this in 2 instalments of £45



• One of our key responsibilities as the regulator is to maintain the social work register.

• Our registration rules ensure that all social workers on our register are able to practise safely and effectively.

• Maintaining registration is the responsibility of individual social workers. If, for any reason, you do not renew your registration 
you will be removed from the register.

• You must be registered with us in order to use the title of 'social worker'.

• If you are removed from the register for any reason, you cannot practise under the protected title of social worker until you 
have restored your registration.

• If you wish to re-join the register after leaving or being removed, you will need to pay a restoration fee of £135 (non-
refundable) as well as a registration fee of £90.

The social work register 



• Screen shot 

















Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD)





Continuing professional development (CPD)

How has your CPD 
helped to improve 

your practice or 
the practice of 

others?

How has your CPD 
helped to improve 

the delivery of 
a service or social 

work more generally?

How has your CPD 
helped to improve 

outcomes for 
people who 

receive social 
work services?



The CPD form 

You must record CPD on your Social Work 
England online account.

At least one of the pieces of CPD you record 
must contain peer reflection.

You can save your work as a draft if you want 
to come back to it later.

The system times out after 60 minutes, so 
make sure you save regularly to avoid losing 
work.



Peer reflection

Peer reflection means that you have discussed the content of your 
CPD activity with a peer, your manager or another professional.

The role of the peer is not to approve your learning, but to support 
you to think about how you can improve your practice. The discussion 
also allows you to share what you have learnt with others, 
contributing to an open learning culture (standard 4.5).

Who counts as a peer?

• Another social worker registered in the United Kingdom
• Your line manager or supervisor
• Other professional who has knowledge of your social work practice.

You can find a list of peers on our website. This list is not exhaustive.

Peer reflection guidance 

https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/cpd/peer-reflection/


CPD examples

CPD examples - Social Work England

https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/cpd/cpd-examples/






Continuing professional development ‘Review’

• After registration renewal closes, we randomly select 2.5% of social workers to 
have their CPD checked. We call this CPD review.

• CPD review is carried out by a team of 10 independent assessors, recruited for 
their experience working in quality assurance in social work or similar roles. 

• All social workers selected are notified by email in January. If you are selected, 
you don’t need to do anything. Because you’ve already recorded your CPD 
during the registration year, we have everything we need to complete the 
review.



Recommendations from the assessors 

Start early 

1

Read the 
questions 
carefully

2

Specify the 
role of the 

peer

3

Focus on 
impact

4

Proofread 
your work 

5



Things to 
remember

Deadline
The deadline to record CPD and renew your registration this 
year is 30 November 2023. Renewals will open from 1 
September.

CPD Requirements
The minimum requirement for CPD is 2 different pieces, 
including at least one piece with a peer reflection.

Save your work
Make sure to save your work regularly whilst recording. The 
system will time out after 60 minutes.

Don’t leave it until the last minute
Leaving your CPD to the last minute results in rushed work and 
poor quality reflections. Get the most out of CPD by recording 
regularly throughout the year.



Resources

Social Work Week 2023 – YouTube

Social work in England: State of the nation 2023 - Social Work England

'This Is Social Work’ – podcasts

Our consultations

Social Work Now – newsletter

Social Work England Events

https://youtu.be/OtMw2suGNTA
https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/about/publications/social-work-in-england-state-of-the-nation/
https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/news/welcome-to-this-is-social-work/
https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/about/consultations/
https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/newsletter-sign-up/
https://www.socialworkengland.org.uk/about/engagement/events/


Questions
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